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Miami Beach Fire Department Acquires Two High-Water Vehicles 
— These multiuse vehicles will be used for public safety and emergency operations — 

 
Miami Beach, FL – The Miami Beach Fire Department has recently added two high-water 
vehicles to its fleet, strengthening the city’s commitment to disaster preparedness and public 
safety. These multiuse high-water flood response vehicles are essential for rescues, 
evacuations and other emergency operations during flooding and natural disasters. 
 
Recent events have shown the need for continued advancement in emergency response 
capabilities. These vehicles, designed for navigating high-water conditions, will play a role in 
ensuring the safety of Miami Beach residents and visitors during natural disaster emergencies. 
Additionally, they will also be able to enhance public safety during high-impact special events 
by providing rapid transport of personnel and equipment. 
 
“The addition of these high-water vehicles is crucial for enhancing our ability to protect lives 
and property during floods and other emergencies,” said Fire Chief Digna Abello. “They are an 
investment in our city’s safety and resilience.”  
 
Beyond Miami Beach, these high-water vehicles are valuable for mutual aid deployments 
across Florida. They can be dispatched to support public safety teams in other jurisdictions, 
such as during post-disaster recovery efforts. 
 
Each vehicle, a Ford F-250 with a crew cab and extended bed, is equipped with factory 
upgrades and emergency vehicle lighting, at a cost of $70,000 per unit. The acquisition was 
made possible through funding from the Urban Area Security Initiative, recognizing the 
vehicles’ critical capabilities in disaster response and interagency collaboration. 
 

### 
 

To request this material in alternate format, sign language interpreter (five-day notice required), information on access for persons with 
disabilities, and/or any accommodation to review any document or participate in any city-sponsored proceedings, call 305.604.2ADA 

(2232) and select 1 for English or 2 for Spanish, then option 6; TTY users may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service). 

http://www.miamibeachfl.gov/

