City of Miami Beach, 1700 Convention Center Drive, Miami Beach, FL 33139, www.miamibeachfl.gov

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS, Melissa Berthier PRESS RELEASE
Tel: 305.673.7575, E-mail: melissaberthier@miamibeachfl.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 26, 2016

City of Miami Beach Joins the MetroLab Network
--Zika to Serve as Priority Project--

Miami Beach, FL — Today, the City of Miami Beach officially joined MetroLab Network in
partnership with Miami-Dade County, City of Miami, University of Miami, Florida
International University and Miami-Dade College, under a Greater Miami and the
Beaches (GMTB) collaborative.

Launched as part of the White House's Smart Cities Initiative, MetroLab Network brings
together stakeholders from their membership — local government, policymakers,
university researchers, industry leaders and non-profits — to connect disparate policy
and research efforts that harness data-driven approaches to transform human services.

“We are thrilled to be a part of the expanding MetroLab Network,” said Miami Beach
Commissioner Ricky Arriola. “Our collaborative is committed to identifying technology-
enabled solutions to address the city and region’s most pressing challenges, including
climate change, urbanization and globalization.”

Zika has been identified by the GMTB collaborative as the first priority project. This will
include the research, development and deployment of projects and protocols to address
impacts of climate-related diseases.

Additional projects identified to undertake this upcoming year, include those to mitigate
coastal flooding, adapt to sea level rise and enhance resilience; and projects to increase
economic prosperity for individuals and families, increase affordable housing and create
multi-modal transportation options.

HAH

To request this material in alternate format, sign langnage interpreter (five-day notice required), information on access for persons with disabilities,
and/ or any accommodation to review any document or participate in any city-sponsored proceedings, call 305.604.2489 and select 1 for English
or 2 for Spanish, then option 6; TTY users may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service).

We are commitied fo providing excellent public service and safety to all who live, work and play in our vibrant, tropical, historic community.



